Making up 42% of the state's generated electricity in 2019, wind power is the largest source of electricity generation in Iowa. In 2019, over 26 billion kWh of electrical energy was generated by wind power. As of Q1 2020, Iowa has over 10,664 megawatts (MW) of installed capacity with 5,590 wind turbines, ranking 2nd and 3rd in the nation below Texas.
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Wind farms are most prevalent in the north and west portion of Iowa. Wind maps show the winds in these areas to be stronger on average, making them better suited for the development of wind energy. Average wind speeds are not consistent from month to month. Wind maps show wind speeds are on average strongest from November through April, peaking in March. August is the month with the weakest average wind speeds. 
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MidAmerican Energy Company is an energy company based in Des Moines, Iowa. Its service area includes almost two-thirds of Iowa, as well as portions of Illinois, South Dakota, and Nebraska. Its territory is wholly encompassed by the territory of the Midcontinent Independent System Operator. Major cities in MidAmerican Energy's service territory are Des Moines, Sioux City, Sioux Falls, Council Bluffs, Waterloo, Iowa City, and the Quad Cities. In 2019, MidAmerican paid approximately $30.9 million in landowner easement/lease payments for our wind projects.
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Reference:
https://www.midamericanenergy.com/wind-energy

Agreement between energy companies and landowners:
https://www.wind-watch.org/documents/category/contracts/?titles=on
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Amshore Wind Easement, Kossuth County, Iowa
1. Easement term: 30 years
2. Permitted use: Install, operate, maintain, remove and replace wind driven, electricity-generating turbine, along with associated blades, tower or mast, support foundation, pad mounted transformer, support structures, conduit, fiber optic communication equipment, cable, poles, materials and any and all related equipment or improvements used, useful, or necessary to allow the Grantee (energy company) to operate such turbine to convert wind resources to electrical energy. 
3. 
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43  O&M Building. Grantee shall have the right to construct an operations and
maintenance facility on the Premises with storage facilities and parking areas (““O&M Building”)
covering no more than ten (10) acres of land, the location of which be selected by Grantee after
consultation with Owner. Within fifteen (15) days after commencement of construction of the
O&M Building, Grantee shall pay Owner a one-time payment in the amount of Five Thousand
and No/100 Dollars ($5,000.00) per acre for each acre of land utilized by Grantee for such O&M
Building as provided in this Easement.
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46  WTG Surface Damage Payments. Within fifteen (15) days of the completed
installation of all WTGs on the Premises, Grantee shall pay Owner, as surface damages, a one-
time payment equal to the product of $5,000.00 multiplied by the Megawatt Capacity of all
WTGs Installed on the Premises (“Installation Payment”). Prior to Commencement of
Construction of any WTGs, Grantee will provide Owner a map indicating the location and
spacing of such WTGs. Owner may suggest minor modification to the location of any WTG and
Grantee will take such suggestions into consideration so long as such modifications do not
materially affect the Wind Energy Project, as determined in Grantee’s reasonable discretion.
Damages for location of each WTG Pad requiring more than four (4) acres shall include payment
for the additional acreage used at the rate of $2,000 per acre and any fraction of an acre for the
additional acreage used.





image7.png
4.12 Power Line Payments. In the event it is necessary for Grantee to construct
underground electric gathering or collection lines and overhead power lines (including junction
boxes and other associated equipment) on the Premises in connection with the collection and/or
transmission of electricity, , Grantee agrees to pay Owner a one-time payment on the basis of
Eight Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($8,000.00) per mile for (i) all such overhead power lines,
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S. RENTALS AND ROYALTIES

5.1 Rentals. Within thirty (30) days after the Effective Date, and on each of the first
three anniversaries of the Effective Date of the Original Wind Easement, Grantee shall pay
Owner annual rental in an amount equal to Four and No/100 Dollars ($4.00) per acre. If the
Commencement of Construction or Date of Commercial Operation has not occurred as of the
fourth (4th) anniversary of the Effective Date, then Grantee may maintain this Easement in full
force and effect for up to one (1) additional year by paying to Owner, on or before the fourth
(4th) anniversary of the Effective Date, an increased rental amount for each acre included within
the Premises, as of such anniversary, in the amount of Two and No/100 Dollars ($2.00) per acre,
thereby making the total annual rental amount Six and No/100 Dollars ($6.00) per acre. After
the Date of Commercial Operation has occurred no further rentals are due under the terms of this
Easement.
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5.2  Energy Royalty. Grantee shall pay Owner royalties on electricity produced from
WTG’s located on the Premises, or on electricity sales from the Wind Energy Project otherwise
attributable to the Premises (the “Energy Royalty”) as follows: (1) four percent (4.0%) of the
Gross Revenues from the Date of Commercial Operation until the fifth (5th) anniversary of the
Date of Commercial Operation; (2) four and one-half percent (4.50%) of the Gross Revenues
from the fifth (5th) anniversary to the tenth (10th) anniversary of the Date of Commercial

11

Operation; (3) five percent (5.00%) from the tenth (10th) anniversary to the fifteenth (15th)
anniversary of the Date of Commercial Operation; (4) five and one-half percent (5.50%) from
the fifteenth (15th) anniversary to the twentieth (20th) anniversary of the Date of Commercial
Operation; (5) six percent (6.00%) from the twentieth (20th) anniversary to the twenty-fifth
(25th) anniversary of the Date of Commercial Operation; and (6) six and one-half percent
(6.50%) from the twenty-fifth (25th) anniversary of the Date of Commercial Operation until the
end of the initial Easement Term.
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5.6  Minimum Royalty. Beginning forty-five (45) days after each anniversary of the
Date of Commercial Operation, pursuant to Section 6.1, and continuing annually thereafter
Grantee shall pay Owner a minimum royalty (the “Minimum Royalty”) equal to the greater of
(1) the dollar amount per nameplate rated Megawatt Capacity or (2) the dollar amount per WTG
Installed on the Premises based on the minimum dollar amount per year, as set forth in the table
below. In the event the Megawatt Capacity per WTG increases during the Easement Term as a
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APPLICABLE PERIOD

MINIMUM ROYALTY

From the Date of Commercial Operation
through the fifth (5th) anniversary of the Date
of Commercial Operation

$3,500.00 per Megawatt Capacity or
$7,000.00 per WTG

From the fifth (5th) anniversary of the Date of
Commercial Operation through the tenth (10th)
anniversary of the Date of Commercial
Operation

$4,000.00 per Megawatt Capacity or
$8,000.00 per WTG

From the tenth (10th) anniversary of the Date
of Commercial Operation through the fifteenth
(15th) anniversary of the Date of Commercial
Operation

$4,500.00 per Megawatt Capacity or
$9,000.00 per WTG

From the fifteenth (15th) anniversary of the
Date of Commercial Operation through the
twentieth (20th) anniversary of the Date of
Commercial Operation

$5,000.00 per Megawatt Capacity or
$10,000.00 per WTG
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Personal Turbine. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this
Easement, Grantee agrees that Owner may construct and operate one or more wind driven,

electricity-generating turbines on the Premises, together with all equipment necessary for Owner

to produce electricity, for Owner’s use on the Premises, provided that (a) Owner shall not sell

such electricity to a third party, (b) any such turbine shall be no taller than one hundred (100)
feet and (c) no such turbine shall be located within one thousand (1,000) feet of any WTG.

Further, Owner agrees that any turbine constructed by Owner on the Premises shall not interfere

with Grantee’s operations on the Premises, as provided in this Easement.
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lowa Wind Generation Capacity by Year!>2

lowa Wind Generation in 2019
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